
 
 

 

March 2016 Statewide Conservation Data 

March Conservation Summary 

March marks the tenth month since the state’s 400-plus urban water suppliers were directed to be 
in compliance with the emergency conservation standards that followed the Governor’s April 1, 
2015, Executive Order and the first month of adjusted conservation standards pursuant to the 
updated and extended emergency regulation adopted by the Board on Feb. 2, 2016. Per the 
Governor’s Nov. 13, 2015 Executive Order, the extended emergency regulation will remain in place 
through October 2016. The adjusted conservation standards adopted by the Board on Feb. 2, 2016 
provide urban water suppliers some latitude in the conservation requirements they must meet. This 
fact sheet summarizes the results for March and illustrates the progress made since June 2014 
when urban water suppliers were first required to submit monthly conservation reports. The current 
report is posted here. 

The percentage of water saved collectively by the state’s large urban water suppliers more than 

doubled from 12 percent in February to 24.3 percent in March as compared to the same months in 

2013, which serves as the baseline for determining water savings.  

Despite 2015 and early 2016 having some of the hottest months of record, average statewide 

water use continues to stay at historic lows, with 66 residential gallons per capita per day (R-

GPCD) reported in March – the second lowest per-person rate since water mandatory 

conservation began in June 2015. 

Conservation Standard Compliance June 2015 to March 2016* Conservation Standard Compliance June 2015 to March 2016*

* Includes suppliers under alternative compliance orders.  Alternate compliance orders do not substitute for individual conservation

  standards, however, suppliers meeting the terms of their alternate compliance orders are not priorities for enforcement.
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/supplier_tiers.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/docs/040115_executive_order.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/emergency_regulation.shtml
https://www.gov.ca.gov/docs/11.13.15_EO_B-36-15.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/emergency_reg/final_reg_enacted.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/conservation_reporting.shtml


 
 
Overall compliance by water suppliers increased from February to March – from 55 percent to 71 

percent – due to greater monthly savings and the reductions in applicable conservation standards 

adopted in February.  The updated regulation allowed for adjustments and credits to conservations 

standards due to climate, growth since 2013, and use of new potable drought-resilient sources of 

supply developed since 2013. 

With 400 water supplier reports submitted for March, 282 suppliers (71 percent) met or were within 

one percentage point of their conservation standard; 63 suppliers (16 percent) were between one 

and five percentage points of meeting their conservation standard; and 51 suppliers (13 percent) 

were between five and 15 percentage points of meeting their conservation standard. Four suppliers 

(1 percent) were more than 15 percentage points from meeting their conservation standard. As 

these figures show, compliance figures were expected to change in March owing to reduced 

conservation standards from adjustments approved by the Board in February.  

The State Water Resources Control Board continues to work closely with water suppliers to 

implement the regulation and to support improved local efforts where conservation savings are 

falling short. Information about the Board’s compliance actions is located here. 

Water Savings by Hydrologic Region June 2014 to March 2016  

 

As stated above, statewide monthly savings for March was 24.3 percent, with hydrologic region 

monthly savings for February ranging from 13.6 percent to 36.7 percent. In March 2016, seven of 

the ten hydrologic regions reported higher monthly savings than they did in February 2016.  

However, all ten hydrologic regions reported higher monthly savings in March 2016 than they did in 

March 2015, with Californians saving more than six times the amount of water than was saved in 

March 2015 statewide. 

R-GPCD by Hydrologic Region June 2014 to March 2016 

 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/enforcement.shtml


 
 
As stated above, the average statewide R GPCD for March 2016 was 66.  Average hydrologic 

region R GPCDs for March 2016 range from 51 to 113, with all ten hydrologic regions reporting 

lower R-GPCDs in March 2016 than they did in March 2015.  However, five hydrologic regions 

reported higher R-GPCDs in March 2016 than they did in February 2016. 

Statewide Water Production Trends 

The graph below shows the statewide trends in water production reductions for the June 2014 

through March 2016, as compared to reported production in the respective 2013 baseline month.  

 

Caring for Trees While Conserving Water 

Saving trees is important for cooling city streets and public safety, and watering them is essential 
and requires some care. That is why the Save Our Water campaign has partnered with California 
ReLeaf to provide residents with tips on how to maintain trees while reducing outdoor water use. 
Information is available at: www.saveourwater.com/trees. 

 

Rebate Programs for Turf Removal and Toilet Replacement 

Inefficient toilets and turf grass use large volumes of water, and present opportunities for significant 
water savings. Rebates are now available at: http://saveourwaterrebates.com/.  
 

(This fact sheet was last updated May 3, 2016) 

http://www.saveourwater.com/
http://www.saveourwater.com/trees
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